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greater effect on my mind than on my body. I have
felt indisposed to read or write, or converse, but from
necessity I have been very busy. At one time I was
entirely without help, and at all times with such bad help
that the comfort of the family depended on my activity.
One woman I dismissed on account of her excessive in-
temperance, and the old woman I took in her place is
such a scold that she is hated by all the family; but her
neatness and honesty reconciled me to her, and I was con-
gratulating myself on her good conduct, when last night,
on my return home, I found her, too, in a state of intoxi-
cation. But I am not so badly off as Mrs. Gallatin; she
has still more wicked and profligate wretches about her.
I am uncommonly fortunate in having such a woman
as Mrs. Smith* at my command. During the time I was
without a servant, there was nothing that unasked she
did not do. I one morning found her on her knees
scrubbing the parlour. " This is what I would not do
for any other person living/' said she. " And I do not
believe/' answered I, " you would like to have done it,
had I asked you." " Indeed, you are mistaken, there is
nothing you could ask which I would not do." My plan
in regard to her is, for her to come about October and
assist in cleaning house, and in the necessary prepara-
tions for an approaching event. I shall prepare a large
room for her, in which she will sleep and sit, and in
which the two boys will eat and sit of an evening. They
are now so rude and troublesome at their meals, and in
their manners, that I promise myself they will be much
benefited by being with her. She is to make and mend
their clothes. She can make all Mr. S.'s except his coats,
and is likewise a good mantua-maker and seamstress.
She is to iron and clear starch, and when I am prevented
1 Her housekeeper for some years.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